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Hypotheses

H1: Changes in the dominant tone of media coverage of US president in allied states
are positively correlated with the changes in the public approval of US presidents in
these states.

H2: Changes in the dominant tone of media coverage of US president in allied states
are positively correlated with the changes in the prospects of cooperation with the US.



A sample of 22,957 articles (2001-2017)



Methodology

• Natural language processing of coverage in newspapers in traditionally allied

and friendly states (N= 22,957; sentiment analysis using AFINN - a lexicon

rated for valence with an integer between -5 and +5 for negative-positive)

• We extract only those sentences from these articles that mention the president

in question, "US", "America", or "United States" and run a sentiment analysis

over the words contained in these sentences in !, using the AFINN lexicon

• We then test possible associations between this sentiment and public opinion

(attitudes towards US presidents and the US) as captured by Pew Research

surveys.

• The relationship between elite sentiment (as measured through our analysis of

newspaper coverage) and foreign policy behaviour is examined by comparing

standardised average sentiment scores and each country’s record of voting

with the United States in the UNGA (which we also standardise), which we

use as a proxy for foreign policy behaviour.



Methodology

word score       
1 abandon    -2
2 abandoned    -2
3 abandons    -2
4 abducted    -2
5 abduction    -2
6 abductions    -2
7 abhor    -3
8 abhorred    -3
9 abhorrent    -3
10 abhors    -3



Results

sentiment publication author year country
0.23 Fairfax Wright 2000 AUS
0.82 Fairfax Wright 2000 AUS
-0.42 Fairfax The Age 2000 AUS
-0.24 Fairfax SMH ed 2000 AUS
0.17 Fairfax Ritchie 2000 AUS
0.04 Fairfax Riley 2000 AUS
-1.10 Fairfax Ramsey 2000 AUS
1.12 Fairfax Henderson 2000 AUS

0.63 Independent Merrick 2016 UK
-0.05 Independent Merrick 2016 UK
0.51 Independent Grice 2016 UK
0.05 Independent Dearden 2016 UK
0.12 Independent Chu 2016 UK





Figure 1 Mean sentiment scores from the seven papers we studied



Figure 2 Standardised sentiment scores from sentences discussing the United States (grey
curves) compared with public favourability towards the US, as measured by Pew Research
(the dark points)



Figure 3 Standardised sentiment scores from sentences discussing each president (coloured curves, with
each curve of the same colour representing the sentiment of a different media outlet covering the same
president) compared with public confidence in the president of the United State to do the right thing, as
measured by Pew Research (the dark points)



Figure 4 Standardised sentiment scores from sentences discussing each president
(coloured curves, with each curve of the same colour representing the sentiment of a
different media outlet covering the same president) compared with each country’s
consistency of voting with the US in the UN general assembly (the dark curves)



Figure 5 Standardised sentiment scores from sentences discussing the United States (grey
curves) compared with each country’s consistency of voting with the US in the UN general
assembly (the dark curves)



Findings

• Support for H1 in both results that refer to the overall
favourability of the United States, as well as the results
that relate to the confidence in US president

• Some support for H2 as for each of these three countries
there is some association between the sentiment
expressed in these newspaper articles and whether each
country voted with the US in the UNGA


